
 
NON-PROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ 

PERMIT NO. 933 

1515 Stelton Road 

Piscataway, NJ 08854 

Phone: 732-572-2289 

www.piscatawayschools.org 

Twitter: @pwayschools 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

William Irwin, President 

Alexandra Lopez, Vice President 

Shantell Cherry 

Tom Connors  

Adelita Deepan 

Ralph Johnson 

Atif Nazir 

Isaac Peng 

Ira D. Stern 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

Teresa M. Rafferty 

***ECRWSS*** 

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER 

Here are some of the colleges/
universities attended by the 

Class of 2017              

American University 
Barnard College 
Boston College 
Boston University 
Brown University 
Cornell University 
Howard University 
Ithaca College 
Johns Hopkins University 
Johnson & Wales University 
Muhlenberg College 
New Jersey Institute of Technology 
New York Institute of Technology 
New York University 
Northeastern University 
Penn State University Park 
Princeton University 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Rochester Institute of Technology 
Rutgers the State University of NJ 
St. John's University 
St. Peter's University  
Stevens Institute of Technology 
Syracuse University 
The Hague University of Applied 
Sciences 
University of Maryland: College Park 
University of North Carolina: Chapel Hill 
University of Pennsylvania 
University of Texas at Austin 
University of Virginia 
Vanderbilt University 

Publication of this newsletter is supported through a grant from                 
the Office of Community Education; no taxpayer funds were used.  

 

Pway Bond Rating Upgrade 
Piscataway Township Schools’ bond rating has been upgraded to AA by S&P Global 

Ratings, the leading provider of data and business market analysis. This upgrade from the 

District’s former rating of AA- reflects Piscataway Township Schools’ sound financial 

operations. The enhanced bond rating translates into savings for Piscataway taxpayers, as 

the District will qualify for lower interest rates for any future debt service. Numerous 

indicators are used to determine the bond rating, including debt as a percentage of market 

value, financial management assessment, and available general funds. The District’s low to 

moderate debt burden, coupled with manageable future capital plans, also influenced the 

upgraded rating.  

Thank You Investors Bank 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter @pwayschools  

Investors Bank has awarded a $50,000 

grant over a five-year period to PHS for 

upgrades to the weight room. Vice-

President Market Manager Irene Conte 

donated a $10,000 check for this year’s 

upgrades that will include new equipment 

for strength and cardio training. All 

students benefit as the weight room is 

used for strength and conditioning for 

athletics after school, and by all students 

in general physical education classes 

during the school day. 
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Piscataway Schools and Students 
Earn National Recognition 
The Piscataway School District is on the move! Here are some of the significant national 
and state honors and awards given to Pway and its students in the 2016-2017 school year: 

Grand Prize in the National School Board Association’s MAGNA Awards for the You, I, 
We Inspire campaign 

Piscataway Schools named a “District of Distinction” by District Administration Magazine  

PHS Biomedical Program earned the sole 2017 School Leader Award from the NJ School 
Board Association 

First place “superior” ratings for the PHS Wind Ensemble and Jazz Band in Nationwide 
2017 Festivals of Music in Boston.  

Six National Merit Commended Students 

Two Perfect SAT scores 

Congressional Art Award won by PHS student Christine Papanier — third consecutive 
year won by a PHS student 

State Championships won by Football and Wrestling Teams  

More than 20 athletic scholarships and many academic scholarships were awarded to 
Class of 2017 

A team of PHS film students, led by Evian Rivera and Chayne Cooper, qualified for 
national competition 

Team FBLA placed 26 times in state competition, led by first and second place finishers 
Neelay Patel, Catherine Wang, Chelsea Wong, Amruh Mubin, Kunal Thakker, Adam Liang 
and Ryan Liang  

Board Returns 
Tax Dollars to 
Piscataway 
Families 
When the Piscataway Board of 

Education received an additional 

$995,233 in State funding this year,    

it voted unanimously to return that 

amount to local homeowners as tax 

relief. This represented a decrease   

of $43.73 in the amount of school 

taxes for the average homeowner     

of a house assessed at $276,611. 

“There was no question in the  

Board’s mind that the additional 

funding should be returned to 

taxpayers,” said William J. Irwin, 

President of the Board of Education. 

“We are grateful to local taxpayers   

for making up the State’s shortfall    

for so many years, but they should  

not have to assume that burden.    

The State should give Piscataway        

its fair share.” 

According to the State’s School 

Funding Reform Act, the Piscataway 

School District is entitled to over             

$37 million in state aid. But even with 

the additional dollars, Piscataway 

received just $16,906,426 from the 

State for the 2017-18 school year,    

45-percent of its entitlement.  

Piscataway spends approximately 

$17,222 per student, significantly        

less than many NJ towns with similar 

demographics. At the same time, our 

students bring distinction to the 

community in academics, arts, 

athletics, and activities. We are proud 

of and inspired by the work we do 

together. 
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Coding: A Gateway 
to College and 
Career  

Computer Science and “coding” are among the 

hottest growth areas for job opportunities. Coding 

is what makes every website, computer software, 

and app possible. There are multiple languages for 

coding, and just like foreign languages, learning 

one “code” makes it easier to learn others.  

Piscataway is committed to ensuring all students 

at every grade level are exposed to coding and 

digital literacy. For the 2017-2018 school year, all 

elementary schools have full-time digital literacy 

teachers and PHS AP Computer Science 

continues to grow in enrollment and success. 

In addition to classroom activities, students are 

offered coding experiences after school, from 

computer and STEM clubs, to Hour of Code family 

events, where parents witness first-hand their 

children’s computer skills. 

Sponsored by a grant from the Piscataway 

Education Foundation, the first Piscataway Codes 

event, held last May, sold out! More than 100 

students in grades 4-8 were in attendance and 

more than 30 volunteers from PHS Computer 

Science classes facilitated the event. All PHS 

mentors were trained in specific coding activities 

that focused on creativity, collaboration, logic, 

innovation, and problem solving.  

The second annual Piscataway Codes will be held 

in December 2017. 

Piscataway Schools 

Builds Business 
Relationships  
Developing relationships with local businesses is important to Piscataway 

Schools. Local businesses support students in so many ways, from our 

partnership with Brown & Brown for our annual PiscatawayREADS event, to 

support from The Piscataway Rotary for the PHS Future Business Leaders 

Association, to Ericsson’s support for our Computer Science program, to 

L’Oréal’s assistance and encouragement for PHS LIFT (Ladies of Inspiration, 

Fortitude, and Talent), to our Kohl’s Cares volunteers, who assist with so 

many school and district events, to the many small business owners who 

share their expertise on Career Days.  

In June, and again in September, we  welcomed Jersey Cares and their 

teams of corporate volunteers. In June, 125 volunteers from L’Oréal’s 

Piscataway Headquarters completed a number of projects at King and 

Conackamack Schools, including painting classrooms, creating the “Kindness 

Counts” sign in the King fence and “Welcome to Conackamack” mosaic 

stepping stones for the school’s entrance. In addition, volunteers led STEM 

classroom activities for the students. In September, Jersey Cares returned to 

Conackamack with volunteers from Eli Lilly, beautifying the school with new 

landscaping, benches and Adirondack chairs, and stenciling flags from 

around the world in the gym, along with conducting STEM and fitness 

activities. Jersey Cares organized the day and provided all materials. Their 

project managers did a phenomenal job keeping everyone on task and 

completing all projects by the end of the day. Thank you, Jersey Cares! 

Stars Shine at PHS 
Students are looking up at PHS — straight into the solar system. The newly 

updated PHS Planetarium boasts a new projector and refurbished ceiling. 

Astronomy students can delve deep into space in daily science classes while 

students in our younger grades 

can take an exciting field trip to 

study the stars in their own 

backyard. The District has 

opened this resource to the 

public, offering Saturday 

programming to appeal to all 

ages. Follow us on Facebook 

and twitter for all of the latest 

updates and program 

announcements. 
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Tapping Math Potential 
In Fall 2016, Piscataway 

Schools launched the Math 

Potential Program, identifying 

students entering middle 

school, who with additional 

support, could achieve success 

in higher level Math courses. 

This new program is structured 

into the 30-minute WIN 

(Whatever I Need) period, a 

time already earmarked for 

individualized improvement. 

Identified students meet two-

three days per week, working 

in small groups with experienced teacher-coaches. Work focuses on real-world math 

problems to increase reasoning skills and build self-confidence. Study skills, note-taking 

and test taking strategies are discussed and practiced in class. Time management is 

presented as a strategy for success, not a chore. Parent workshops and online 

discussions offer continual motivation and guidance. 

The Math Potential Program is strictly voluntary and engages students, leading them to 

enjoy the challenge of mathematics. Students learn to see math as a problem-solving 

skill in the real world.  

In 2016-2017, across the three middle schools, 81 sixth-grade students participated and 

54% of those students moved on to Accelerated Math in seventh grade. This racially-

diverse group includes Black, Hispanic, Asian, White and Multi-Racial students as well 

as economically disadvantaged students, moving us toward our goal to end 

disproportionality of minority students in advanced classes. 

This year, the District adds a Literacy Potential program, following the same goal of 

supporting students in reaching their full potential. 

Capital Improvement Plan Takes 
Advantage of State Grants 
In 2013, Piscataway Township Schools embarked on an ambitious capital improvement 

plan to upgrade the safety, security, and operational needs of our buildings. The District 

received approval from the state of New Jersey’s Regular Operating District (ROD) 

school facilities project grant program for 26 projects with an estimated total cost in 

excess of $11 million. As part of the program, Piscataway Schools committed $6.6 million 

toward the total project cost and the state of NJ committed the remaining $4.4 million.  

We have now completed 24 out of the 26 projects. Security and communications 

upgrades in 11 buildings provided expanded video camera monitoring systems and new 

telephone and voice mail systems. Heating, ventilation, and cooling systems were 

upgraded in eight buildings. New roofs were installed on Eisenhower Elementary School, 

Grandview Elementary School, T. Schor Middle School and the Administration 

Building. The two remaining projects are bathroom renovations at Piscataway High 

School, which began this past summer, and replacing the façcade of the PHS Anthony 

building. 

The Board of Education’s utilization of the ROD  grant program to complete these 

projects has saved Piscataway taxpayers 40% of the cost of these important 

infrastructure improvements. 

Math Potential students present their experiences to 
identified younger students. 

Staff      
Promotions 
   

This Fall, a number of staff       

members took on new leadership 

roles in the District.  

Colleen Pongratz                                   
Director of                       

Administrative Services 

Dr. Laura Heimlich 
Eisenhower Principal 

Rebekah Sterlacci                    
Supervisor of Fine & Performing Arts 

Jeff Conway                              
PreK Supervisor 

Lisa Moore 
Grandview Assistant Principal 


